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GILBERT ISBIN  

Belgian composer Gilbert Isbin’s compositional and performing style defies genre, 
blending elements for contemporary classical, jazz, early music, world music and 
improvisation.  

He has been compared favorably to the likes of Ralph Towner and Egberto Gismonti, 
his music described as ‘oblique, subtle, and hauntingly beautiful’. 

Isbin has performed in concert on festivals and major venues throughout Europe  
and the US. 

As a leader and co-leader, he has released an impressive string of recordings for 
various labels with international acclaimed artists as Cameron Brown, Joe Fonda, 
Bruce Arnold, Jeff Gauthier, Scott Walton, Sandro di Stefano,… 

His compositions for guitar(s), lute(s) and ensemble are published by Mel Bay,  
Berben Edizioni Musicali, The Uk Lute Society, Lantro Music, Golden River Music, 
Auurk Ed, Amazon.com… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
INTRODUCTION TO 12 EASY STUDIES FOR  
10 STRING GUITAR (YEPES TUNING) 
 
 
I welcome these excellent studies from Gilbert Isbin.  
 
As a recent convert to the 10-string guitar, I found these studies useful for getting to 
grips, as it were, with the four extra strings. In these studies, the low notes are 
generally notated to be held for long durations, which gives the performer time to look 
ahead to the next bass note.  
 
What is Yepes Tuning? 
 
On a six-string guitar, if you play the open first string, then suddenly stop it ringing, you 
will hear sympathetic resonance from the other strings, especially the fifth and sixth. 
Do the same with the note F, and there will be no sympathetic resonance. Therefore, 
the guitar's sonority is biased towards the open strings. The great classical guitarist, 
Narciso Yepes (1927 - 1997) discovered that with four extra strings tuned to C, Bb, Ab 
and Gb, all twelve notes of the chromatic scale could generate sympathetic 
resonances. So, even if you never play these extra strings, they are still making a 
contribution to the overall sonority of the guitar. 
 
The lowest three strings are tuned up an octave, making the C the lowest note. The Bb 
is the exact same pitch as the 5th string 1st fret, the Ab is the exact same pitch as the 
6th string 4th fret, and the Gb is the exact same pitch as the 6th string 2nd fret. 
Sometimes the notes are of course notated as sharps: A#, G#, and F#. You will get 
plenty of reading practice of both flats and sharps with these studies.  
 
Right-Hand Technique 
 
The technique of playing bass notes on multi-string guitars requires some discussion: 
 
Descending adjacent bass strings: always use rest strokes with the right-hand 
thumb when moving from the 6th string to the 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th (as in the first line 
of Study 1). This will stop the previously-played note from ringing on. If you do not use 
rest strokes, the sustain from all the clashing of adjacent notes will confuse the 
harmony. 
 
Ascending adjacent bass strings: As you go from, say, the 10th string to the 9th, the 
10th string will keep ringing, unless you stop it. You can stop it after sounding the 9th 
string - just hop back with your thumb, placing it on the 10th string. Or - and this is 
often preferable - play the 10th string with a rest stroke (as usual) then just before you 
play the 9th string lean back into the 10th string, touching it with the side of your thumb 
while stopping it ringing, then play the 9th string with a rest stroke.  
 
 



 

    

 
 
Gapped movement in the bass: Sometimes the bass moves by leap, not to an 
adjacent string. This can be problematic in that you have to decide how to stop the 
note you are leaving, while trying to gauge the distance to the next note. I generally 
stop the first bass note just before leaping to the next. This allows some daylight to 
enter between the notes, but usually this is not a bad thing.  
 
Do all bass notes need to be stopped? No, they don't. Sometimes a note will die 
before you need to stop it, and sometimes it doesn't sound so bad if you let it sustain. 
But allowing a bass note to sustain should be an interpretive choice, it should not be 
left ringing due to poor technique. These studies will teach you how to control your 
guitar, if you make a conscious decision about how to articulate each bass note.  
 
The Music 
 
Apart from arranging old music, there are many compositions written specifically for 
the 10-string guitar in Yepes Tuning, and much of that uses modern harmony and 
rhythms. Gilbert Isbin has written these studies not merely from a technical point of 
view, he has also composed music which explores interesting harmonies and 
rhythmical contours. These studies will help prepare you for the contemporary 
repertoire for the instrument.  
 
Rob MacKillop 
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OTHER GILBERT ISBIN PUBLICATIONS 

WWW.MELBAY.COM 
Solo Guitar 
24 Pieces For Guitar 
Bass Guitar 
Classical And Contemporary Studies For Bass 
Guitar 

WWW.BERBEN.IT 
Voice And Guitar 
5 Songs For Alt Voice and Guitar 
Two Guitars 
When All Is Said And Done 
Dancing 
Rencounter 
Cameo 

WWW.LANTROMUSIC.BE 
Solo Guitar 
15 Easy Guitar Pieces 
All These Little Things 
All Our Yesterdays 
As The Light Begins To Pale 
Awakening 
Bendir 
Happy At Your Doorstep 
Deep And Wide 
Bright 
Brindle 
Colour My World 
Face 
Flash Of Thoughts 
Fragile 
Giggle 
Good Times 
Gone 
Huh 
Pure 
Relief 
Serena 
Trace 
Studies 1- 4 
5 Meditations  
Two Guitars 
7 Easy Guitar Duets 
Three Guitars 
Kite 
Four Guitars 
Here Is Love 
Voice And Guitar 
Il Pleure Dans Mon Coeur 
Solo Lute 
Reflections, 20 Contemporary Lute Compositions 
 
 

WWW.GOLDENRIVERMUSIC.EU 
Solo Guitar  
Four Solo Pieces For Guitar 
Two Guitars  
Joy Vision 
Afrabrazindi 
Voice And Guitar 
Three Songs For Soprano And Guitar 

WWW.BERATIO.COM/KAMELEON 
Solo Guitar 
8 Pieces For Guitar Solo 
Four Guitars 
Summer Moon Dance 
 
WWW.AMAZON.COM 
Solo Guitar 
Intervallic Guitar Compositions 
Solo Guitar Works vol1  
10 String Guitar 
Twelve Easy Studies For 10 String Guitar 
Lute Songs 
5 Lute Songs 
 
WWW.NEW.AUURK.COM 
Voice And Guitar 
Images 
Letters 
Picking A Flower 
Suite For Dark Shades 
Virago 
 
WWW.LUTESOCIETY.ORG 
Solo Lute 
7 Peace Pieces 
12 Two Part Counterpoint Compositions 
Harvest, 18 Contemporary Lute Compositions 
Poems, 20 Contemporary Lute Compositions 
10 Contemporary Lute Compositions vol1 
10 Contemporary Lute Compositions vol2 
10 Contemporary Lute Compositions vol3 
25  Easy Lute Compositions 
7 Old Flemish Songs For Solo Lute 
2 Lutes 
3 Contemporary Lute Duets  
Lute Songs  
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http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/1.-TEDER.pdf
http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/ALL-THESE-LITTLE-THINGS.pdf
http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/All-our-yesterdays.pdf
http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/AS-THE-LIGHT-BEGINS-TO-PALE.pdf
http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/AWAKENING-VINGERZETTING-OK.pdf
http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Bendir.pdf
http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/HAPPY-AT-YOUR-DOORSTEP.pdf
http://gilbertisbin.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/DEEP-AND-WIDE.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/BRIGHT.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/BRINDLE.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/COLOUR%20MY%20WORLD.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/FACE.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/FLASH%20OF%20THOUGHTS.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/GIGGLE.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/GOOD%20TIMES.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/GONE.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/HUH.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/PURE.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/RELIEF.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/SERENA.pdf
http://www.lantromusic.be/music/admin/PDF/TRACE.pdf
http://www.goldenrivermusic.eu/index.php?option=com_aceshop&route=product%2Fproduct&path=230_233_259&product_id=1107&lang=nl
http://www.goldenrivermusic.eu/index.php?option=com_aceshop&route=product%2Fproduct&path=230_233_259&product_id=1107&lang=nl
http://www.new.auurk.com/
http://www.lutesociety.org/

